
Pantego Christian Academy Department of English      

     

May 26, 2010 

Dear Senior Students and Parents,  

Before this school year ended, I wanted to give you the summer reading requirements for next year.  The PCA 
English Department has instituted the summer reading policy for two reasons.  First, research in learning and 
best education practices indicate that students should read during the summer in order to maintain their 
reading and comprehension skills.  The second reason for the summer reading policy is that the school year is 
very busy for many of our students.  By reading during the summer, the students can prepare for their 
academic year, thereby, reducing some of the stress that they might experience.  Students who are active in 
sports year-round should read as much as possible, and student football players should endeavor to read the 
first two novels on the course reading list as extensive knowledge of these works are required during the busy 
football season. 

The reading assignments will help students anticipate and prepare for the upcoming school year because the 
literary selection reflects the theme selected for that grade level’s English studies.   You (the student) should 
read the required reading selections so that you are prepared for an assessment (test) of your comprehension 
of those pieces during the second week of school as well as frequent reference to the book throughout the 
year.   

Required Reading for Incoming Seniors 

Epic: The Story God is Telling by John Eldredge    
 
I have attached the instructions for completing the summer reading assignment for next year as well as an 
example of the format for student journaling.  I am also including a list of major works studied during the 
school year so that especially busy students have an opportunity to ‘get ahead’ over the summer.  The 
selections for our study of the evolution of the English Language through English Literary Periods are listed 
below. 

Recommended Reading (Major Works Covered During School Year) 

Beowulf 
Canterbury Tales by Chaucer (excerpts) 
Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift (we will study excerpts in class) 
Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 
 
The optional film recommendations below serve as aids to comprehension and/or context for the literature 
and time periods that we will study. 
 
Recommended Films 

1.   KING ARTHUR      2.   A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS 
 2004        1967 
 Cast:  Clive Owen, Keira Knightley    Cast:  Paul Scolfield,   Leo McKern 
 Written by David Franzoni     Written by Robert Bolt 
 Directed by Antoine Fuqua     Directed by Fred Zinnemann  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0461136/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0291905/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0298807/


 
3.   ANNE OF THE THOUSAND DAYS   4.   ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 
 1969        2007 
 Cast:  Geneviève Bujold, Richard Burton   Cast:  Cate Blanchett, Clive Owen 
 Written by Maxwell Anderson    Written by William Nicholson &   

       
5.   PYGMALION      6. MY FAIR LADY 
 1938        1964 
 Directed by:  Anthony Asquith, Leslie Howard  Directed by:  Herman Levin 
 Cast:  Wendy Hiller, Leslie Howard    Cast:  Audrey Hepburn, Rex Harrison 
 Produced by:  Gabriel Pascal     Written by:  Alan Jay Lerner 
         Play by George Bernard Shaw   
    
May your summer be blessed as we all look forward to and prepare for the new school year.  

Be blessed, 

Ashley Iwasko 
English Teacher and Department Co-Chair 
 

Summer Reading Assignment  

Below you will find a list of guiding questions about which you should ponder (think/consider/muse) and then record 
your thoughts.  These questions were taken from John Eldredge’s study guide for Epic.  After completing your study of 
Epic, type a 2-3 page paper, in MLA format (size 12, Times New Roman, 1-inch margin, MLA heading)  using a journal 
format.  I have attached an example of a student-written journal so that you can have example of the format. 

Prologue: 

 Have you viewed life, your life, as an unfolding story? React to John’s thought: “Life is a story.” 
 John shares the story about a father coming home to his daughter and a damaged car to make the point that 

if we don’t know the full story, we can easily jump to the wrong conclusion.   What conclusions have you 
jumped to regarding God and his heart towards you that may be the result of you not knowing the full 
story? 

 How has hearing someone else’s story changed the way you have looked at that person? 
 If our lives are a story, what kind of story have you fallen into?  Is it the kind of tale you have hoped for or 

dreamed of living?  Why or why not? 
 Have you ever thought of Christianity as an Epic Story in which you have a vital role?  If this a new thought, 

how have you viewed Christianity and your role in it previously?  
 Read Acts 1: 1-3.  Why do you think Luke needed to tell this story as a story? 
 What would have been lost if he had simply listed some facts? 
 What does this supporting scripture mean to you?  He has planted eternity in the human heart. . . 

(Ecclesiastes 3:11 NLT). 
SOMETHING TO PONDER: 

 What is your story? If you want to understand your own life, you must understand your story.  The things 
that have happened in the past have shaped you into the person you are now.  (The reason you have a fear 
of heights, the reason you move away from intimacy, all that).  During the study of Epic and the study of 
English IV at PCA, you will write out your story.  This is huge. It will give you so much understanding of 
yourself, God’s hand in your life, the enemy’s assault on you, and of your role in God’s Larger Story.  So, 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000991/


begin to write it out below: How would you tell your story?  What would you say and/or include?  What’s 
shaped you, made you who you are today? 

 

Act One: 

 What is the apostle John describing in John 1:1-2?   
 What does this passage say about “the beginning” of the Story? 
 What does this passage say about God? 
 For starters, what did this chapter in Epic stir up in you?  New thoughts, questions, an “ah ha” moment? 
 The Triune God is ultimately relational.  Our origins are relational and thus we are relational . . . for we are 

created in his Image.  What does it mean to say that we are relational? 
 Would you describe yourself as relational?  Would others? 
 How have you felt that “human longing to belong, to be a part of things to be invited in” in your life? 
 John shares the story of being invited up and into the unfolding story of his grandfather’s world on a ranch 

in Eastern Oregon.  Have you been chosen or invited into something like that—a great story or an adventure 
already in motion?  If so, what was it? 

 If not, what would you have liked to be invited into? 
 One of the realities of a Larger Story is that Life is not all about you.  You’re precious, important, and 

valuable; you have a crucial role to play.  But this story is about something bigger than you.  Does that 
disturb, comfort, discourage, anger, or bring clarity to you? 

 Have you thought of God being part of your story this week?  How? 
 Have you thought of yourself being part of God’s story this week?  How? 
SOMETHING TO PONDER: 

 Continue to fill in the various seasons of your life with the good as well as the painful memories you’ve 
experienced through others.  Include those times you were invited up and into some unfolding fellowship 
(or the times you wished you had been).  Add these memories to Your Story that you began to write. 

 

 

Act Two: 

 As you revisit and consider Act Two, let me ask you a question:  Why does every story have a villain? 
 Have you lived as though your story has a villain?  How or why not? 
 What questions does the reality of evil raise for you? 
 In Act Two of Epic, John says that we are not alone, that this universe is inhabited by other beings, and that 

we share the stage with other players.  React to this reality.  What realizations, awareness, or angst does this 
stir up in you? 

 John reminds us in Act Two that the Bible tells us that the Story that God is telling has two worlds or a world 
with two halves, part we can see and part we cannot.  We are urged, for our own welfare, to act as though 
the unseen world (the rest of reality) is, in fact, weightier and more real and more dangerous than the part 
of reality we can see.  Is that how you have lived your life?   

 Is that how you see the world? 
 John reminds us of the Holocaust, child prostitution, terrorist bombings, genocidal governments then he 

asked, “What is it going to take for us to take evil seriously?”  He confronts us with the fact that life is very 
confusing if we do not take into account that there is a Villain—that we have an Enemy.  In the past, who 
you blamed for the pain and sorrows of life? 

 In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis says,  
One of the things that surprised me when I first read the New Testament seriously was that it talked so 
much about a Dark Power in the universe—a mighty evil spirit who was held to be the Power behind 
death, disease, and sin. . . Christianity thinks this Dark Power was created by God and was good when it 
was created, and went wrong, Christianity agrees . . . this is a universe at war. 



       How would you live differently if you believed this to be true? 

SOMETHING TO PONDER: 

 It seems there are two extremes when it comes to the devil.  We either live as if he doesn’t exist or we are 
so focused upon him that we see him behind every inconvenience.  To what extreme have you been more 
prone? 

 What in your life, your story, do you now understanding may very well have been the work of the villain?  
What has he tried to steal, kill, or destroy from you in the past?  What is he currently assaulting you with 
(lies, accusation, shame, guilt, temptation, etc.)?  What are you going to do about it? 

Act Three: 

 Consider the creation stories that you have read, heard, or been taught.  How have you thought of Creation?  
Reread John 10:10, Genesis 1:2, and Job 38: 7.  What in nature has taken your breath away this past year? 

 Lingering in the thought of Creation, what does Eden tell you about God, his desire for man, and the life we 
were meant to live?   

 Spend some time thinking about the way men and women were intended to live—the original glory.  God 
created us in His Image, with powers like unto His own—the ability to reason, to create, to share intimacy, 
to know joy.  He gives us laughter and wonder and imagination.  Have you thought about “original glory” 
before?  What does the idea stir in you? 

 God gave us hearts with which to live, love, laugh and cry.  Now here is a staggering realization.  God gives 
us the freedom to reject him.  He gives to each of us a will of our own.  What is God hoping for by giving you 
a free will?   

 According to C.S. Lewis, this is the reason for the Problem of Pain.  Did you know that God gave man free 
will—to choose for Him, choose to love as God loves?  How does that shape your understanding of the 
“Problem of Pain”? 

 To what or to whom have you given your heart in the past? To whom or to what have you most recently 
given it? 

 Satan is the great deceiver and the father of lies.  He tempted Adam and Eve to mistrust God and to seize 
control.  With that event, something shifted in our hearts and we fell from grace.  What strikes you about 
our fall and its impact upon you?  Where in your world has our fall had an effect?   

 Whey does life as we know it not come anywhere near the desires we have in our hearts?  Our longings for 
beauty, intimacy, adventure rarely match how life actually unfolds . . . why? 

 But wait.  Consider also this: every great story has a rescue.  Have you noticed this—that every great story 
has a rescue?  Have you understood our story as one of rescue?  How do we know God’s heart for us is 
good?   

 The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth answer once and for all the question, “What is God’s 
heart toward me?”  God sent His only begotten Son to save us in every way a person can be saved.  That is 
God’s heart toward you.  What does your heart do with this realization? 

SOMETHING TO PONDER: 

 John says, “We are haunted by Eden.”  Woman desires to be romanced, to play an irreplaceable role in a 
shared adventure, and to unveil beauty.  Man desires for a battle to fight, an adventure to live, and a beauty 
to rescue.  What do you believe God intended for you when he created you?  How has he begun to restore 
your true identity? 

Act Three: 

 Think of the stories that you love.  Remember how they “end.”  Describe a few of your favorite endings.   
 To live happily ever after.  What if?  What if this was our ending?  What would it be like to have a wild hope 

rise within?  What would “happily ever after” look like for you? 
 Every story has an ending.  Every story—including yours.  And then what?  Is that the end of the Story? 
 John tells us that our enemy is a thief, and one of the things he has stolen from us is the magic, the wonder, 

the wild hope and joy of the “happily ever after.”  Why do you think that people drink too much, eat too 
much, watch too much TV, avoid commitments, and basically check out of life?  Have you ever connected 



those ideas to realize that Jesus restores, and that Act Four is a great restoration?  What does that stir in 
you? 

 After Jesus was crucified, he was restored.  Creation will be restored, and we will be restored.  And we shall 
share it together.  Act Four is the restoration of life as it was always meant to be.  What about heaven do 
you look forward to seeing and experiencing?  How has your view of heaven changed from reading this 
chapter?   

 Will everyone enjoy this promise of a happy ending?  Why or why not?  
 What’s the effect of this chapter on you?  As you end it, what are you feeling, thinking?  Where does all this 

leave you?  
SOMETHING TO PONDER: 

 Go back and watch the ending of the stories that you love.  Put yourself in the end of the story and say, “This 
is my story.  This is how life is going to turn out for me very soon.”  It will do your heart a world of good.   

 Continue writing your story by writing out the conclusion. . . how will your story of this life end, and what 
will heaven hold for you? 

 Who in your circle of friends is living without faith?  Has a better understanding of the Larger Story given a 
different perspective or changed your heart toward these friends?  Would hearing Epic give them a new 
slant on their life, God’s heart for them, and the obstacles and sorrows they’ve faced?  Could you share this 
Larger Story with them?  Make a list of those people to whom you want to give a copy of Epic. 

 

Epilogue: 

 After reading and studying Epic, you should better understand the “sort of tale you’ve fallen into.”  How 
would you live differently if you believed it to be true? 

 Something has been calling you all the days of your life.  You’ve heard it on the wind and in the music you 
love, in laughter and in tears, and most especially in the stories that have ever captured your heart.  There is 
a secret written on your heart.  A valiant Hero-Lover and his Beloved.  An Evil One and a great battle to fight.  
A Journey and a Quest, more dangerous and more thrilling than you could imagine.  A little Fellowship to see 
you through.  This is the gospel of Christianity.  How has your understanding of “the gospel of Christianity” 
changed through reading Epic? 

 Now—what is your part?  What is your role in the Story? 
 The Story of God is telling—like every great story—reminds us of three eternal truths it would be good to 

keep in mind.  Summarize your thoughts on what John describes as the Three Eternal Truths: 

 Things are not what they seem. 

 We are at war. 

 You have a crucial role to play. 
 What do you think the lasting impact of going through Epic will be on your life’s story?  What will change in 

the way you live?  With whom do you want to share this Story? 

Below is an example of journaling or journal writing.  Notice that using first person pronoun is 
acceptable in this format of composition as is sharing personal reflection and experiences. 

An Example Student Journal 

Web editor's note: Students in MedStart submit monthly reflective journals in partial fulfillment of the requirements of 
their MedStart seminar course. Below is a journal entry from a student who agreed to share her sample entry but asked 
to remain anonymous. 

My transformation to college has been nothing short of a rollercoaster of ups and downs.  There are times when 

I absolutely love it at Wayne State, and canôt imagine myself being at any other college campus.  Then there are 

the other not-so-great times when I wish I were at a larger university, which is the type of school I had always 

envisioned for myself.  I am actually in a major college town right now for the weekend, and as I am writing 

this, I canôt help but think about the past few days I have spent here.  The big football game, the I-canôt-even-



breathe-because-the-bus-is-so-dangerously-full campus bus rides, the startling beautiful quads, food on literally 

every cornerðit really is an incredible place to spend oneôs college years.  

As I continued thinking about it however, I realized something important.  In a way, I have the best of both 

worlds.  I have the comfort and support of a smaller community at Wayne, complete with all of the amazing 

opportunities MedStart has provided me.  On the other hand, I can jump onto an Amtrak train and take a short 

ride to spend some time with other friends.  Talking to my friends further reinforced this new, optimistic way of 

thinking.  Especially those that are Pre-MedðPre-Med is cut-throat competitive at large universities.  These 

students may work their brains out continuously for four years and still never make it to medical school.  I 

realized how truly lucky I am to be a part of MedStart, and part of a family so strongly bonded.  Often times at 

larger universities, I have heard that you meet so many people, some of them so incredible, but you never see 

them ever again.  After all, it is such a vast place, with thousands upon thousands of undergraduate students 

alone.   Although the thought of everything a large school has to offer does pull at my heartstrings every now 

and then, I can honestly say that I feel good about the decision I made to come to Wayne State, and am vastly 

thankful for the opportunity.  

Sure, large schools have a lot to offer; itôs undeniable.  But hereôs what I have found to love at WSU: 

Å My roommate, and also the funniest person I have ever met in my life.  She makes me laugh until I am on the 

floor with tears rolling down my face. 

Å The luxury of leaving my dorm room five minutes before a lectureðeverything is a two-minute walk away.  

With the colder temperatures rolling around, Iôm already starting to appreciate the proximity of everything on 

campus. 

Å Semi-decent food in the residence halls (stir-fry and soft-serve ice cream!) 

Å Relatively small class sizes.  In some classes, my professors actually know me by name. 

Å Several hospitals in the Detroit area, all of which provide ample opportunities for job shadowing and 

volunteering. 

Å The city of Detroit.  Thereôs so much to do in the city.  Our MedStart class recently went to a pre-season 

Pistons Game and cheered our hearts out.  We also had a little Friday night Thai food and walked along the 

riverfront a couple of weeks ago. 

Å Generous dorm rooms, complete with private bathrooms.  

Å A small, close-knit community  found within the MedStart family.  It is not only encouraging, but empowering 

to be in constant contact with strong-minded individuals holding similar dreams and goals as myself.  Besides, 

Iôd rather have a few really close friends that know me inside and out than several acquaintances that barely 

know me at all. 

These factors, amongst many others, are precisely the reasons why Wayne State University is the right place for 

me to be.  I look forward to creating so many wonderful memories here in the years to come. 

  

http://www.honors.wayne.edu/medstart-sample-2.php 

 


